US COMW SSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
+ + + + +
TELEPHONI C MEETI NG
+ + + + +
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+ + + + +
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(11:40 a.m)

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: Good norning. This is
Chai rman Reynol ds.

It is 11:40 a.m Eastern Daylight Tine on
Sept enber 24, 2009.

W are having a telephonic neeting wth
Conmi ssioners participating from different |ocations.
"1l call the name of each Comm ssioner in order to
determne if there is a quorumto hold the neeting.

Vi ce Chair Thernstronf

VI CE CHAI R THERNSTROM | ' m here.

CHAI RVAN REYNCLDS:  Conmi ssi oner Gazi ano?

COW SSI ONER GAZI ANO:  Here.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: Comm ssi oner Ki r sanow?

Conmi ssi oner Ki rsanow?

(No response.)

Conmi ssi oner Heriot?

COW SSI ONER HERI OT:  Here.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: Comm ssi oner Mel endez?
Comm ssi oner Mel endez?

(No response.)

Conmi ssi oner Yaki ? Conmm ssi oner Yaki ?

(No response.)

Conmi ssi oner Tayl or?
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COM SSI ONER TAYLOR:  Here.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: kay. Is the Staff
Director present?

STAFF DI RECTOR DANNENFELSER:  Present.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: Is the Court Reporter
on the line?

THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: Is the Court Reporter
on the line?

THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes, |'m here.

CHAI RVAN  REYNCLDS: Very good. The
neeting will cone to order.

If a Commssioner wants to nake a
statenment, please identify yourself first. Whenever
it's necessary to take a vote, the foll ow ng procedure
will be followed. | will call out the name of each
Conmi ssi oner. The Comm ssioner should then answer
yes, no, or abstain. After the voting is concluded, |
will read out how each of you has voted, in order to
ensure that the tally is correct.

.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

CHAl RVAN REYNOLDS: | nove to approve the
agenda. |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER GAZI ANO. Second.

CHAl RVAN REYNOLDS: Gkay. | would like to
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propose a few changes to the agenda. First, | would
like to postpone consideration of the State Advisory
Committees as listed in Section 4. For Nevada and
lowa, the Staff Director inforns ne that staff has
conducted sone additional outreach and are working on
addi ti onal applicant materials. And this wll be
presented to Comm ssioners shortly.

As for North  Dakota, two expected
reconmendations from the Governor's office did not
materialize, so there is an insufficient nunber of
proposed candidates. W only have nine, and we need a
mnimum of 11 to nove forward. Pl ease assist the
staff in conpleting this package for recharter by
recommendi ng nanmes for good candidates that you may
have for North Dakot a.

I would also like to anmend the agenda,
pursuant to a request from Conm ssioner Yaki at the
| ast neeting, to postpone consideration of his notions
regarding the National Conference Subconmmttee. Ve
wi |l add that discussion by adding as a Roman nuneral
four on your agenda a section entitled Program
Planning, to appear right after Mnagenent and
Qperations, under which discussion of the Conference
Subcomm ttee shoul d appear as the first bullet.

Is there a second? 1Is there a second?
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COW SSI ONER GAZI ANO  Second?

CHAI RVAN REYNCLDS: Di scussi on?

(No response.)

Ckay. Vice Chair --

COW SSI ONER GAZI ANO M. Chairman, this
is Todd Gazi ano. I was nonentarily distracted. D d
you add the itemthat | think -- the letter that Pete

had circul ated?

CHAI RVAN  REYNCLDS: Ch, t hanks for
remnding ne. No, | did not.
| also nove to -- nove the agenda to vote

on sending a brief letter to Attorney General Hol der
regarding ACORN, in light of recent events that
circulated -- that his Special Assistant circulated to
all Conm ssioners yesterday evening for consideration
at today's neeting.

| would like for it to appear as a first
bullet under the newy-created Program Planning
section, right before the discussion of Conm ssioner
Yaki's National Conference notions.

So is there --

COW SSI ONER  GAZI ANO | resecond the
anended agenda.

CHAI RVAN REYNCLDS: Thank you.
Di scussi on?
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(No response.)

Ckay. Vice Chair Thernstrom how do you
vote with respect to the anmended agenda? Vice Chair
Ther nst r on?

STAFF DI RECTOR DANNENFELSER M. Chair, |
t hi nk she may be on a phone -- separate phone call.

TIM FAY: She has a nedical energency with
a grandchild. She will be rejoining the conference.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: I"m sorry. Did you
say that she woul d be rejoining us?

STAFF DI RECTOR DANNENFELSER: She has a
medi cal emergency with a grandchild, and she wll be
rejoining the conference shortly.

CHAl RVAN REYNOLDS: Ckay. Wthout her, |
do believe we do not have a quorum

COW SSI ONER  HERI OT: Vell, do we have

Pete yet?

COW SSI ONER  GAZI ANO | thought we --
one, two, three, four, five, no, | think it's the
Chai rman, Heriot, ne, oh maybe | can't count -- one,
two --

COW SSI ONER HERI OT:  Yaki was here for a
while evidently and has disappeared, because he
t hought we woul dn't have a quorum or some such reason.
W need to raise Pete.
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CHAI RVAN REYNCLDS:

COW SSI ONER HERI OT:

get back.
CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS
OPERATOR  Yes?
CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS:
t he quorum
go on,
public |ine?

OPERATOR  Ckay. |

Yes.
O wait for Abby to
Ckay.

Qper at or ?

kay. VW have | ost

The business piece of the neeting can't

so can you take the Comm ssioners off the

will let you know when

you can reconvene.

One nonent.

(Whereupon, the proceedings in the foregoing matter
went off the record at 11:46 a.m and went
back on the record at 12:28 p.m)
CHAI RVAN  REYNCLDS: kay. This is
Chai rman Reynol ds. I just want to let everyone know
that the itens that are on the agenda will have to be

di scussed at a later neeting. W do not have a

quor um

I also want to point out that two

Conm ssioners were on the line. Vice Chair Thernstrom

had to | eave. Conmmi ssi oner Yaki also indicated that

he had to | eave, although the operator inforns ne that
on at |east two and nmaybe three occasions he called in

and was on the line. W attenpted to confirm that he
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was on the line, but we never received a response from
hi m

This is the second tinme that we have | ost
a quorumunder interesting circumnstances.

COW SSI ONER KI RSANONV  Wio do we have?

COW SSI ONER HERI OT: Who do we have ri ght

now?

COMM SSI ONER Kl RSANOW  Yes.

CHAI RVAN REYNOLDS: kay. R ght now we
have Comm ssi oners Gazi ano, Ki r sanow, Heri ot .

Conmi ssioner Taylor was on the line and attenpted to
stay with us, so that we could take care of Conm ssion
busi ness. However, recently he had to get off the
[ine hinself. But he hung in there as long as he
could while we tried to scare up a quorum

Wuld any of the Comm ssioners like to
weigh in on this issue?

COW SSI ONER HERI OT: Vell, | think it's
worthwhile to point out exactly how this happened. At
t he begi nning, we had a quorum Vice Chair Thernstrom
was called away because she said her grandchild was
havi ng a nedi cal energency.

COW SSI ONER Kl RSANOW Conm ssi oner
Heri ot, at the begi nning who conprised the quorun?

COMM SSI ONER HERI OT: The quorum I
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bel i eve, was t he Chai r man, the Vice Chai r,
Commi ssi oner Gazi ano, ne, and Conmm ssioner Yaki. So
we had a quorum

COW SSI ONER GAZI ANO  And Tayl or was on.

COW SSI ONER HERI OT:  And Tayl or was on at
the beginning, so that was six. When Comm ssi oner
Thernstrom dropped out, we had a bare quorum And
t hen, suddenly Conmi ssioner Yaki had to go as well.
So at that point we had no quorum

At that point, we nade efforts to raise
Commi ssi oner Kirsanow, and Conmi ssioner Yaki e-mailed
the Chairman to say that he was on an inportant
busi ness call and mght be able to return later, or
maybe not.

And so finally we were able to get hold of
Comm ssioner Kirsanow, and at that point we had a
guorum again. And then, Comm ssioner Yaki called in.
So then as soon as we had a quorum Conm ssioner Yaki
then rejoined the call. So at that point we had not
just five but six.

But when it turned out that Conm ssioner
Taylor had to | eave, he had said that he had a -- he
would have to leave at sone point because of a
busi ness neeting, at that point when we found that
Comm ssioner Taylor was not there, again, we had a
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bare quorum And at that point, Conm ssioner Yaki
left the call as well.

CHAI RVAN REYNCLDS: Vell, it's not clear
whet her he left the call.

COMM SSI ONER  HERI OT: Wll, it could be
that he's still on the call, but he is not responding.
It is true that the operator said that the line is
still open, but that's all we know.

CHAI RVAN REYNQOLDS: Ckay, folKks. we' ||
try this again. And we're going to -- it's clear now
that we'll have to pick a time where we have a high
| evel of confidence that the Conmissioners that are

willing to take care of Conmm ssion business are

avai |l abl e.

COMM SSI ONER KI RSANOW I want to
apol ogi ze again for my wunavailability. Ceneral ly
speaking, as you all know, | am generally available

for these matters and had expected to be on the call
at the appropriate tine. Just accept ny apol ogies,
pl ease.
V.  ADJOURNMENT

CHAI RVAN  REYNOLDS: kay, folks. Take
care.

(Wher eupon, at 12:32 p.m, the proceedings

in the foregoing matter were adjourned.)
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